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DETAILED ACTION 

Oath/Declaration 

1 . The oath or declaration is defective. A new oath or declaration in compliance 
with 37 CFR 1.67(a) identifying this application by application number and filing date is 
required. See MPEP §§ 602.01 and 602.02. 

The oath or declaration is defective because: 

Non-initialed and/or non-dated alterations have been made to the oath or 
declaration. See 37 CFR 1.52(c). 

Drawings 

2. Figure 1 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because only 
that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

3. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(5) 
because they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the 
description: reference sign 01 in paragraph [0055]. Corrected drawing sheets in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 



Application/Control Number: 10/775,587 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2174 

abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of 
an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

4. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

a) the reference character "42" of fig. 3 has been used to designate both a 
"retriever" in paragraph [0064] and a "switcher" in paragraph [0081]; 

b) "the microphone is on and active 62" in paragraph [0069] should be changed 
to: the microphone 62 is on and active; and 

c) "to view the content 52 and perform the instructions provided by the help 54" 
should be changed to: to view the content 54 and perform the instructions provided by 
the help 52. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Goldstein in view of Wang et al. ("Wang"). 

As per claim 19, Goldstein teaches a system for controlling a second graphical 
application window 420 while in a first graphical application window 700, the first 
graphical application window having input focus in a windowed computing environment 
(col. 8, lines 1 1-29; i.e. while in a first graphical application window such as window 700, 
controlling a second graphical application window such as window 420 for a split 
second that it requires to perform a function so that the first graphical application 
window 700 appears to remain continuously active and having input focus), comprising: 
a switcher wherein the switcher is enabled to switch to a specified graphical application 
window when invoked (col. 8, lines 11-13; switching to specified graphical application 
window 420), a focuser wherein the focuser is enabled to give input focus to a graphical 
application window (col. 8, lines 1 1-29; input focus is given to graphical application 
window 700), a pauser wherein the pauser is enabled to keep input focus in a second 
graphical application window until a preset condition is met, enabling said window for 
input (col. 8, lines 11-13; user's input focus or access of a function in second graphical 
application window 420 is maintained until a preset condition is met or the function is 
performed), an application manager wherein the application manager, upon receipt of a 
command from a user command receiver enabled to receive commands: retrieves the 
"name" or identity of the first graphical application window (col. 7, lines 58-62), invokes 
the switcher wherein the switcher gives input focus to a specified graphical application 
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window (col. 8, lines 11-13; switching to specified graphical application window 420), 
invokes the pauser wherein the pauser keeps input focus in the second graphical 
application window until a preset condition is met, enabling said window for input (col. 8, 
lines 11-13; user's input focus or access of a function in second graphical application 
window 420 is maintained until a preset condition is met or the function is performed), 
and invokes the focuser, specifying the first graphical application window (col. 8, lines 
1 1-29; input focus is given to graphical application window 700). Goldstein does not 
explicitly disclose an environment having a voice recognition engine that receives voice 
commands such as names and enables a window for voice input. Wang teaches an 
environment having a voice recognition engine that receives voice commands such as 
names and enables a window for voice input (Table 2; paragraphs [0040] and [0067]). It 
would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to incorporate the 
method of Wang with the method of Goldstein in order to provide users with an 
implementation preference, especially for users with visual impairments. 

As per claim 20, the modified Goldstein teaches a system for controlling a 
second graphical application window while in a first graphical application window, the 
first graphical application window having input focus, in a windowed computing 
environment having a voice recognition engine wherein the command received from the 
voice recognition engine is a hyperlink command (Wang: Table 2; paragraphs [0040] 
and [0067]). 

As per claim 21, the modified Goldstein teaches a system for controlling a 
second graphical application window while in a first graphical application window, the 
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first graphical application window having input focus, in a windowed computing 
environment having a voice recognition engine wherein the command received from the 
voice recognition engine is a command word (Wang: Table 2; paragraphs [0040] and 
[0067]). 

As per claim 22, the modified Goldstein teaches a system for controlling a 
second graphical application window while in a first graphical application window, the 
first graphical application window having input focus, in a windowed computing 
environment having a voice recognition engine wherein the command received from the 
voice recognition engine is a voice dictation or arbitrary command (Wang: Table 2; 
paragraphs [0040] and [0067]; the command is arbitrary in that it is based on user's 
preference). 

As per claim 23, the modified Goldstein teaches a system for controlling a 
second graphical application window while in a first graphical application window, the 
first graphical application window having input focus, in a windowed computing 
environment having a voice recognition engine wherein the first graphical application 
window and second graphical application window are resized and positioned wherein 
neither graphical application window overlaps the other (Goldstein: col. 3, lines 40-43; 
Wang: Table 7; any model pages may be presented in any combination of conventional 
tile (split screen), framed and windowed display technologies). 

As per claim 24, the modified Goldstein teaches a system for controlling a 
second graphical application window while in a first graphical application window, the 
first graphical application window having input focus, in a windowed computing 
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environment having a voice recognition engine wherein the second graphical application 
window is a help application (Goldstein: col. 8, lines 11-29; second graphical application 
window 420\ Wang: paragraph [0158]; help application providing guidance). 

As per claim 25, the modified Goldstein teaches a system for controlling a 
second graphical application window while in a first graphical application window, the 
first graphical application window having input focus, in a windowed computing 
environment having a voice recognition engine wherein the second graphical application 
window is an Internet browser application (Goldstein: col. 8, lines 11-29; second 
graphical application window 420] Wang: Table 2; paragraphs [0040], [0067] and 
[0158]). 

Claims 1, 9 and 26 are individually similar in scope to claim 19 and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claim 2 is similar in scope to claim 23 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

As per claims 3 and 14, the modified Goldstein teaches a system for displaying 
content of a second graphical application window while in a first graphical application 
window, the first graphical application window having input focus, in a windowed 
computing environment having a voice recognition engine wherein the focuser 
preserves mouse position (Goldstein: col. 5, lines 50-54; wherein preserving mouse 
position is inherent in a windowed computing environment so that commands are 
correctly registered). 
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As per claim 4, the modified Goldstein teaches a system for displaying content of 
a second graphical application window while in a first graphical application window, the 
first graphical application window having input focus, in a windowed computing 
environment having a voice recognition engine wherein the first and second graphical 
application windows are resized and positioned on a plurality of display 
screens/monitors (Goldstein: col. 3, lines 40-43; Wang: paragraph [0194]; plurality of 
display screens/monitors). 

Claim 5 is similar in scope to claim 24 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 6 is similar in scope to claim 25 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

As per claims 7 and 10, the modified Goldstein teaches a system and method for 
displaying content of a second graphical application window while in a first graphical 
application window, the first graphical application window having input focus, in a 
windowed computing environment having a voice recognition engine wherein when the 
second graphical application window is opened and has focus, hyperlinks in the second 
graphical application window are located and marked/labeled with a unique predefined 
visual cue (Wang: fig. 10B; paragraphs [0142] and [0181]; i.e. hyperlinks are identified 
with a unique predefined visual cue such as underlining). 

As per claims 8 and 11, the modified Goldstein teaches a system and method for 
displaying content of a second graphical application window while in a first graphical 
application window, the first graphical application window having input focus, in a 
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windowed computing environment having a voice recognition engine wherein when the 
second graphical application window is displayed and has focus, hyperlinks in the 
second graphical application window are retrieved and added to the command list 
(Wang: Table 2; "Give me the links" retrieves a list of available links and presents the 
list to the user whereby the user identifies a link by the link number). 

Claims 12, 18, 27 and 31 are individually similar in scope to claim 20 and are 
therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 13 and 28 are individually similar in scope to the combination of claims 20 
and 23 and are therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

As per claim 15, the modified Goldstein teaches a system for following hyperlinks 
in a second graphical application window containing at least one hyperlink, while in a 
first graphical application window, the first graphical application window having input 
focus, in a windowed computing environment having a voice recognition engine wherein 
the first and second graphical application windows are resized and positioned on a 
plurality of display monitors (Goldstein: col. 3, lines 40-43; Wang: paragraph [0194]; 
plurality of display screens/monitors). 

Claims 16 and 29 are individually similar in scope to the combination of claims 20 
and 24 and are therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 17 and 30 are individually similar in scope to the combination of claims 20 
and 25 and are therefore rejected under similar rationale. 
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7. Claims 32-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Goldstein in view of Wang et al. ("Wang"), and further in view of Screen Dumps of 
Windows Applications, including Microsoft Word ("MS Word"). 

As per claim 35, although Goldstein teaches a system for a computer user in a 
first graphical application window having input focus, in a windowed computing 
environment comprising associating a focuser with the windowed computing 
environment wherein the focuser is enabled to give input focus to a graphical 
application window (col. 8, lines 1 1-29; input focus is given to graphical application 
window 700), a user command receiver wherein the user command receiver is enabled 
to receive commands and an application manager that receives a command (col. 7, 
lines 58-62), Goldstein does not explicitly disclose an environment having a voice 
recognition engine that receives user commands such as a command identifying a 
specified hyperlink. Wang teaches an environment having a voice recognition engine 
that receives voice commands such as a command identifying a specified hyperlink 
(Table 2; paragraphs [0040] and [0067]). It would have been obvious to an artisan at the 
time of the invention to incorporate the method of Wang with the method of Goldstein in 
order to aid visual impaired users during navigation of textual information containing 
hyperlinks. 

Goldstein and Wang still do not explicitly disclose associating a copy unit with the 
windowed computing environment wherein the copy unit is enabled to copy text 
selected by a user from, for example, a second graphical application window and pastes 
the copied text. MS Word teaches associating a copy unit with the windowed computing 
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environment wherein the copy unit is enabled to copy text selected by a user from, for 
example, a second graphical application window and pastes the copied text (figs. 2-3; 
MS Word implements the copy and paste capabilities provided by the OS wherein the 
OS provides the building blocks for copy and paste). It would have been obvious to an 
artisan at the time of the invention to incorporate the method of MS Word with the 
method of Goldstein and Wang given that duplicating and reproducing information by a 
copying and pasting technique is faster and requires less effort than, for example, typing 
in the information and formatting it. 

Claim 32 is similar in scope to claim 35 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

As per claim 33, the modified Goldstein teaches a system for a computer user in 
a first graphical application window having input focus, to copy text from a second 
graphical application window, in a windowed computing environment having a voice 
recognition engine wherein the second graphical application window is a help 
application (Goldstein: col. 8, lines 11-29; second graphical application window 420\ 
Wang: paragraph [0158]; help application providing guidance). 

As per claim 34, the modified Goldstein teaches a system for a computer user in 
a first graphical application window having input focus, to copy text from a second 
graphical application window, in a windowed computing environment having a voice 
recognition engine wherein the second graphical application window is an Internet 
browser application (Goldstein: col. 8, lines 11-29; second graphical application window 
420] Wang: Table 2; paragraphs [0040], [0067] and [0158]). 
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Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Brandt et al. (US 2002/0130895 A1) teach a method and apparatus for displaying 
help window simultaneously with Web page pertaining thereto. 

Chan et al. (US 6,692,256 B2) teach navigation by following hyperlinks in an 
interactive tutorial with voice recognition interaction wherein the browser and tool Ul 
may be tiled so that users can see and/ or interact with both the browser as well as the 
tool Ul 

Warren (US 2003/0058267 A1) teaches a multi-level selectable help items with 
voice recognition. 

Amro (US 5,721,849) teaches a method, memory and apparatus for postponing 
transference of focus to a newly opened window. 

Takaike (US 6,002,862) teaches a process for allowing an input of information 
through a second input area while an input focus is located in a first input area. 

Zachmann et al. (US 6,535,615 B1) teach determining what operation will be 
performed based on the type of command received by a voice recognition Ul device 
regardless of which section is under focus without requiring a user to first establish a 
focus in a window before interacting with the window. 
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Inquires 



9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Le Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4068. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 7:00 am to 
3:30 pm (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid, can be reached at (571) 272-4063. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Patent Examiner 
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